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JU DE, Verſe 3. 
w——ihat ye ſhould earneſtly contend for the Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints. 


HIS Exhortation is of great Im- 
portance and hath a peculiar Demand 
upon our Attention: for it is pro- 
pos'd as the Scope of a whole in- 
ſpired Epiſtle and the Effect of an Apoſtle's 
deep Concern for the common Cauſe of Chriſti- 
anity. Beloved, when I gave all Diligence to 
write unto you of the common Salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, and exbort you, 
that ye ſhould earneſtly contend for the Faith 
which was once delivered unto the Saints, And in- 
deed what Duty can we conceive more general, 
and momentous, than the Preſervation of ſa 
precious a Depoſitum as the Chriſtian Religion 
in its original Intireneſs and Simplicity ? It 
B 2 ought 
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Haight to be the common Solicitude, as it is the 
common Intereſt, of all, who have received this 
moſt excellent and perfe& Revelation, to op- 
poſe to the uttermoſt by every wiſe and juſtifi- 
able Method, every Corruption and Deprava- 
tion of it either in Doctrine or Practice. What 
thoſe Methods are, I ſhall have occaſion to ſhew 
in diſcourſing upon this Paſſige of St. Jude. 


The Order of my Reflections upon it will be as 
Tollows : 


I. I ſhall open the Caſe, or State of Things, 
which gave Occaſion to this Exhortation. 
II. I ſhall explain what we are to underſtand 
by the Faith once delivered to the Saints ; 
III. What kind of Contention for the Faith 
is here required. 


I. I ſhall open the Caſe, or State of Things, 
which gave Occaſion to the Exhortation in my 
Text; and which render'd an earneſt Contention 
for the Faith, a ſeaſonable and neceſſary Duty. 

Now the Caſe, which gave occaſion to this 
Exhortation, was a moſt horrible Corruption of 
the Goſpel, and Defection or Apoſtaſy from the 
Purity and Holineſs of it; begun and pro- 
pagated by a Set of lewd and abandon'd Men, 
who perverted and abuſed the Doctrines of 
Grace to patronize the moſt licentious Tenets 
and impure Practices : Theſe Men not only 
profeſſed Chriſtianity, but made Pretences to 
higher Knowledge 1n it, and ſuperior Qualifica- 
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tions for Teaching it, endeavouring thereby 
more effectually to corrupt and ſeduce others to 
their wicked and pernicious Principles; Princi- 
ples which were greatly diſhonouring to the 
Chriſtian Religion and ſubverſive of it, and 
which amounted not only to a Denial and Re- 
jection of Revelation, but alſo of the Providence 
of God and all Natural Religion. Our Apoſtle 
enters upon the Repreſentation of this dreadful 
and threatning State of Things in the Chriſtian 
Church at the Verſe next following my Text; 
For there are certain Men crept in unawares, 
who were before of old ordained to this Condem- 
nation, ungodly Men, turning the Grace of our 
God into Laſciviouſneſs, and denying the only 
Lord God, and our Lord Feſus Chriſt, The 
reſt of the Deſcription, and further Account of 
the Characters of theſe unclean and profligate 
Men, lie diſpers'd throughout the Epiſtle, and 
are to be found in ver. 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 
18, 19. Theſe were probably the ſame kind 
of Hereticks, who go under the Denomination 
of Nicolaitans, in Rev. 11. 15. For as theſe are 
charg'd by St. Jude (ver. 11.) with running 
greedily after the Error of Balaam for Reward, 
ſo Jeſus Chriſt, in his Reproof of the Church of 
Pergamos, ſays; But I have a few Things againſt 
Thee, becauſe Thou haſt there them that hold the 
Doctrine of Balaam, who tauzht Balac to caſt a 
Stumbling-block before the Children of Iſrael, to 
eat things ſacrificed to Idols and to commit For- 
nication, So haſt thou aiſo them that hold the 

Doctrine 
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Dottr ine" of the Nicolaitans, which thing I bate: 
i. e. them who follow the Nicolai tand wherein 
they follow Balaam; them alſo, ho follow that 
Sect in their peculiar Errors. From this Paſſage, 
compared with St. Jude, we may fairly collect, that 
the Apoſtaſy from the Purity of the Chriſtian 
Faith, which he deſcribes, conſiſted, among orher 
things, in giving in to very dangerous Compli- 
ances with the Gentile Idolatry (probably to 
avoid Perſecution) even to the practiſing and 
defending the impure Rites uſed in their Ido- 
latrous Worſhip. The Men, therefore, who, 
taught ſuch Doctrines as theſe for Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, were chargeable indeed with He- 
reſy, according to St. Pauls uſe of that Word 
who ranks Hereſy among Works of the Fleſh 3 
Now the Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, which are 
theſe, Adultery, &c. Idolalry, &c. Strife, Sedi- 
tions, HERRESIES *. The ſpringing up of ſuch 
baneful Herehß in Chriſt's Kingdom, the Growth 
of Principles ſo vile and immoral, and of ſuch 
flagitious Debaucheries, vindicated under the Pro- 
tection of his ſacred Name, demanded the moſt 
ſerious Attention and zealous Oppoſition, of all 
who had any concern for the Glory of God, the 
Honour of their Saviour, and the Intereſt of 
true Religion in the World. 

This was a Caſe, in which the very Founda- 
tions of the Goſpel were in danger of being 
overturned, in which the very Deſign and End 
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of it was oppos'd and openly ſtruck at: it was 
repreſented, it was induſtriouſly inculcated by 
theſe traiterous Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, that 
the Grace of God, which bringeth Salvation, in- 
ſtead of teaching us to deny all Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luis, &c. did patronize the moſt bru- 
tiſh Senſuality and Uncleanneſs. Here then in- 
deed was a Neceſſity for an earneſt Contention and 
Conflict, to vindicate the Chriſtian Faith from 
theſe groſs Corruptions and Miſrepreſentations. 
In theſe Circumſtances of Things, it was highly 
fit, it was abſolutely neceſſary for an Apoſtle to 
ſound the Alarm, and awaken the Zeal and Di- 
ligence of all ſincere Chriſtians, to exert a more 
than ordinary Care for maintaining pure and 
primitive Chriſtianity, and doing what in them 
lay to ſtop the Progreſs of ſo. dreadful a Cor- 
ruption of it. It was needful for me, ſays our 
Apoſtle, to write unto you, and exhort you, that 
ye ſhould earneſtly contend for the Faith which was 
once delivered unto the Saints, This brings me to 


the Second Topic of this Diſcourſe : 


II. To explain what we are to underſtand by 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints. 


By the Faith is meant the Chriſtian Religion, 
the entire Goſpel Revelation comprehending all 
The Doctrines and Precepts which the Apoſtles 
taught in the Name of Chriſt : for as the Pre- 
cepts, as well as the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
were corrupted and perverted by theſe lewd Pro- 
feſſors, the Defence and Preſervation of both 
muſt unqueſtionably be deſign'd by that Conten- 
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tion for the Faith which is here required. The 
Faith is evidently us'd for the Chriſtian Religion, 
in the following Paſſages; * A great Company 
of the Prieſts were obedient to the FAITH. 
+ Do good to all Men, eſpecially unto them who 
are of the Houſhold of FAITH. | The Spirit 
ſpeaketh expreſly, that in the latter Times ſome ſhall 
depart from the FAITH. & But before FAITH 
came we were kept under the Law, ſhut up unto 
the FAITH which ſhould afterward be re- 
vealed. but after that FAITH is come, we 
are no longer. under a Schoolmaſter : This Faith, 
or entire Syſtem of Chriſtian Religion, was de- 
livered by the Apoſtles to the Saints : It was by 
them depoſited in the Churches as a moſt 
invaluable Truſt ; whereby the Chriſtian Church 
became now, what the Jewiſh had been before, 
the Keepers of the Oracles of God : In diſcharge 
of this Truſt, as Guardians of the Divine Re- 
velations, they were bound to prevent, what in 
them lay, the Loſs, Adulteration and Corrup- 
tion of them. The preſent Circumſtances of 
Things, when St. Jude wrote. this Epiſtle, call'd 
for a more than ordinary Zeal and Vigilance for 
the Support of pure and primitive Chriſtianity, 
inaſmuch as there were many who had turned 
from the Holy Commandment delivered unto them *. 

It was once delivered, as my Text expreſſes it; 
intimating, that, as it was a Commandment and 


Ads vi. 7. + Gal. vi. 10. 1 Tim. iv. 1. 
$ Gal. iii. 23, 25. 2 Pet. ii. 21. 
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Doctrine never to be changed, or ſet aſide, by 
any after-Revelation, ſo alſo that, if, through 
Negligence or Wickedneſs, they loſt or de- 
prav'd it, they were not to expect a Renewal 
and Repetition of ſo glorious a Privilege. God 
had raiſed up and inſpir'd a ſufficient Number 
of Perſons, whom he had commiſſion'd and 
furniſh'd with proper Credentials, to commu- 
nicate this final and perfect Diſcovery of his 
Will to the World: But there was not to be z 
Succeſſion of ſuch extraordinary Perſons, as there 
had been in the Jewiſh Church, to effe& the Pre- 
ſervation and Propagation of it to future Ages; 
nor yet a new Commiſſion to be iſſued out for 
the Delivery of it a ſecond Time to ſuch 
Churches, who, through their Ingratitude and 
Neglect, ſhould change and deprave the Purity 
and Integrity of it. However, that nothing 
might be wanting on the Part of Divine Provi- 
dence towards the uncorrupted Conveyance of 
his Truth to lateſt Times, he was pleas'd to di- 
rect the penning of the New Teſtament Scrip- 
tures by faithful Men, his own Spirit preſiding 
over the Execution of that important Work, In 
theſe Books then is to be found that original 
uncorrupted Faith, that pure and primitive 
Chriſtianity, the Profeſſion and Practice whereof, 
with Integrity and Perſeverance, in the midſt of 
the greateſt Dangers and Diſcouragements, is 
the indiſpenſable Duty of Chriſtians in all Ages; 
and is peculiarly ſo in thoſe Times and on thoſe 
Occaſions, when the Doctrines and Precepts of 
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it are perverted and abus'd, to ſerve the De- 
ſigns, or gratify the Luſts, of worldly and un- 
_ godly Men. On ſuch Occaſions, Neutrality is 
abetting the Corruption, and Lukewarmneſs a 
moſt criminal Indifference to the Cauſe and Ho- 
nour of Chriſt : Nothing leſs than an earneſt 
Contention for the Faith can excuſe us from the 
Charge of baſely forſaking or betraying the In- 
tereſts of Chriſtianity. It concerns us then, not 
a little, to have juſt and diſtinct Apprehenſions 
wherein this earneſt Contention conſiſts, leaſt, miſ- 
taking the Nature of it, we run into ſome 
wrong and unjuſtifiable Spirit and Conduct in 
ſtriving for the Faith of the Goſpel. Let us 
then proceed to the Third Thing propos'd in 
the Method of Diſcourſe: 
III. To Enquire what kind of Contention for 
the Faith, (i. e. the Goſpel) is here required. 
The Greek Word, us'd by the Apoſtle, and 
which our Tranſlation has expreſſed by two 
Words, earneſtly contend, 1s a Metaphor, bor- 
row'd from thoſe famous publick Exerciſes, or 
Conteſts, among the Greeks, call'd the Olympic 
Games, wherein Men were wont to contend one 
with the other, in Running, Wreſtling, c. 
certain Rewards and Honours being the Prize, 
which was beſtowed on thoſe, who were, by 
appointed Judges, declared Conquerors. To 
theſe Conteſts the Apoſtle Paul compares the 
Chriſtian Life, which is a glorious Contention 
for an immortal Prize; Know ye not that they 
which run in a Race, run all, but one receiveth 
the 
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the Prize ? So Yun that ye may obtain. And every 
Man that * STRIvETH, (the Original hath the 
fame Word, which is uſed in my Text) for the 
Maſtery, is temperate in all Things : Now they do 
it to obtain a corruptible Crown, but we an incor- 
ruptible. The ſame Apoſtle expreſſes contending 
for the Goſpel by a Metaphor of the like kind 
with this of St. Jude; + That ye ſtand faſt in 
one Spirit, with one Mind, STRIVING together 
(St. Paul's Word ſignifies jointly wreſtling) for 
the Faith of the Goſpel, Our bleſſed Lord him- 
ſelf hath choſen the Metaphor and Word us'd 
in my Text, to deſcribe the Struggle and Diſ- 
pute which a Sinner has with corrupt Affections 
and worldly Temptations, at his Entrance upon 
a good Life; || sTRIvE (contend) 10 enter in at 
the ſtrait Gate: and once more, St. Paul repre- 
ſents by this Word his own indefatigable Pains 
in the Miniſtry, and earneſt Contention for the 
Salvation of Mens Souls; $ whom we preach, 
- warning every Man and teaching every Man in all 
Wiſdom, that we may preſent every Man perfect 
in Chriſt Feſus : whereunto J alſo labour, STR1v- 
ING (contending, according to his working, &c. 
Theſe Paſſages clearly ſhew the true Import of 
St. Jude*s Expreſſion; and that he Contention for 
the Faith, which he intended, is, for Nature and 
Kind, the ſame which is required to our leading a 
Chriſtian Life and obtaining the Chriſtian Salva- 


1 Cor. ix. 24, 25. ++ Phil. i. 27. | Luk. xi. 24. 
5 Coloſ. i. 28, 29, 
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tion. It cannot, muſt not, therefore, be an an- 
gry Contention, unleſs it be a Man's Duty to 

be in a Ferment in the Practice of Religion, 
and full of Wrath and Bitterneſs againſt what- 
ſoever and whoſoever ſtands in the way of his 
Virtue and Happineſs 3 and that Tr tals, Temp- 
tations, and Oppoſition in the Courſe of a good 
Life are to be encounter*d with Heat and Fury, 
and to be beat down with hard Words and revil- 
ing Speeches. The ſame . Temper, the fame 
Zeal with which a Chriſtian is to purſue after 
the Holineſs and Happineſs of the Goſpel, is 
he to exerciſe, in oppoſing thoſe who corrupt 
and diſobey it: for the ſame Word is uſed to 
expreſs his Duty in both Caſes. But further, 
the Contention for the Faith here required is 
ſuch, as conſiſted with, and had a Tendency 
to the Conviction and Recovery of thoſe who 
were departed from it: Others (lays the Apo- 
ſtle, ver. 23.) ſave with Fear, pulling them aut of 
tbe Fire. By thele Endeavours for their Reforma- 
tion, they were to ſhew their Tenderneſs to the 
Perſons of the Offenders, and at the ſame Time 
an Abhorrence of their unclean Principles and 
Practices; for it is added, hating even the Gar- 
ment ſpotted by the Fleſh. Unleſs then Men are 
to be convinced by Blows and ill Uſage, unleſs 
branding them with odious Names, and abuſing 
them with bad Language, be moſt likely to 
win their Attention, and diſpoſe them to 
hearken to Inſtruction ; theſe cannot be the Me- 
thods of defending the Goſpel which St. Jude 


recom- 


[ 13 ] 
recommends, nor this the earneſt Contention for 
the Faith which he deſigned. To eontend eay- 
neftly for the Faith in St. Fude's Senſe (which 1 
would now more determinately explain) is, in 
the firſt Place, oppogd to Unconcernedneſs 
and Indifference about it. Such a Temper is 
abſolutely an Unfaithfulneſs to the Truſt, 
which God has repoſed in us, in committing 
the Chriſtian Faith into our hands. To be en- 
tirely unconcerned, or very indifferent, whether 
Truth or Error, Righteouſneſs or Wickedneſs 
prevail in the World, is aShameful Deſertion of 
the Divinc Cauſe: and when a Party of bad 
Men is openly form'd, and ſuch Opinions are 
broach*d, and Practices defended, as are mani- 
feſtly repugnant to Divine Truth and ſubverſive 
of Chriſtianity z; to be neutral in ſuch a Caſe, 
and look on as a meer Spectator, can admit no 
other Conſtruction than what our Saviour has 
put upon it, He that is not with me is againſt 
me. Every true Chriſtian, every one who loves 
the Truth and the Author of the Truth, will 
be deeply touch'd with every Injury which is 
done to Divine Revelation; and heartily affected 
with the ſpreading of Principles and Practices 
that miſrepreſent and pervert it. The firſt Thing, 
then, intended by earneſtly contending for the Faith, 
is a cordial Concern for the Preſervation of the 
Gofpel, in the Purity and Simplicity of its 
Doctrine and Worſhip; and for the Prevalence 


; Matt, X11. 30. 


of 


[ 141 


of it, in the Power and Efficacy of its Precept, in 
the World; or, in other Words, that it may be 
rightly underſtood, and truly obeyed, and ſuc- 
ceſsfully propagated amongſt Mankind. But, 
in the next place, that which is moſt properly 
and principally intended by this earneft Contention 
for the Faith, is an unmoveable Adherence to 
true Chriſtianity, in the open Profeſſion of its 
original Doctrine and Worſhip, and in the zea- 
lous Practice of its pure and holy Precepts. 
Such a ſteady Profeſſion and fervent Virtue, 
ſuch an uncorrupted Integrity and active Piety, 
in the midſt of prevailing Frrors and popular 
Corruption and Degeneracy, exactly anſwer to 
the import of the Word uſed by St. Jude. 
For ſuch Conduct and Example, in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, is a great and noble Conflict, a brave 
and ſtrenuous Contention and Diſpute for the In- 
tereſt and Glory of the Goſpel. The Apoſtle 
Paul has therefore term'd it“ The good FIGHT 
of Faith, uſing the very Word from whence that 
in myText is deſcended : and elſewhere, he calls 
it a + great FIGHT (or wreſtling) of Afliions ; 
where he employs a Metaphor of the fame Ori- 
ginal with St. Jude's. When this inflexible At- 
tachment to primitive Chriſtianity is maintain'd 
to the laying down our Lives in its Defence, 
the ſame Divine Writer calls it a || re/ſting unte 
Blood, STRIVING, (or contending) againſt Sin, 


* 1 Tim. vi. 12. + Heb. x. 32. 
|| Heb. xi. 4. 
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1 % Apoſtaſy: Where again we meet with the 
Exption of my Text, and which we there ren- 
der ſtriving. This is the Contention for the Faith, 
of which we have had ſo many illuſtrious Ex- 
amples and a Cloud of Witneſſes; to whoſe 
noble and reſolute Stand againſt Error and Cor- 
ruption, Apoſtaſy and Wickedneſs, we owe, 
under God, the Preſervation of the Goſpel in 
the World, and the Tranſmiſſion of it pure and 
and uncorrupt down unto us. Not the Decrees 
of Councils, not the Thunder of Anathemas, 
not the Violence of Perſecution, not fierce Diſ- 
putes and contentious Wrangling ; but the faith- 
ful and invincible Adherence of Multitudes, in 
the worſt of Times, to the genuine Doctrine 
and Practice of the Chriſtian Religion, has vin- 
dicated it from Calumny and Miſrepreſentation, 
kept it pure in the midſt of Corruption, and 
ſupported the Honour and Influence of it a- 
mong Men. When then, neither the Recom- 
mendation of Faſhion and publick Counte- 
nance, when neither Numbers nor Power, nor 
worldly Intereſt or Applauſe can tempt us, nor 
any Terrors or Sufferings affright us, into a 
Compliance with, or Connivance at any Corrup- 
tion of the Doctrine, or Diſobedience to the 
Commands of Chriſt ; when we enter our Pro- 
teſt againſt all unchriſtian Principles and Prac- 
tices, by an oppoſite Profeſſion and Example; 
when, in fine, in the midſt of a Crowd of evil 
Doers, we maintain and labour to promote true 
and powerful Religion; then do we, in the right 
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and beſt Senſe, and in the Senſe intended... er 
my Text, earneſtly contend for the Faith 0, e ge. 
levered unto the Saints. 4 wt; 
There is, indeed, a Contention for, the Faith, 
which conſiſts in arguing for it : and, .certainly, 
it is the Duty of every Chriſtian to be ſo well 
inſtructed and grounded in his Religion, as to be 
ready to give an Anſwer 10 every Man that aſteth 
dim a Reaſon of the Hope that is in him *, But 
it is particularly the Office of thoſe who teach 
the Goſpel, to defend it by this Method alſo to 
the beſt of their Ability. But then, as the pri- 
vate Chriſtian is required to defend his Faith 
with Meekneſs and Fear; ſo is it charg'd upon 
Miniſters, that they T in Meekneſs inſtrut# thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves : for which Command this 
charitable Reaſon is aſſign*d, if God peradventure 
will give them Repentance to the acknowledging of 
the Truth, The Servants of the Lord, there- 
fore, are to uſe no other Weapons than ftrong 
Arguments, nor to ſtrive in any other Way than 
by forcible Perſwaſions. They are to keep in 
view, not only the Confirmation of the ſound 
in their Soundneſs, but the Recovery alſo of 
them which are fallen, Wherefore they are not 
to back their Arguments with harſh Cenſures, 
nor to turn a Defence of Chriftian Truth into 
an uncharitable Invective; unleſs Truth ſtands 
in need of ſuch Support, and Men are to be 
convinc'd by reviling rather than by reaſoning. 


* 1 Pet. iii. 15. Þ+ 2 Tim. ii. 25. 
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In a Word, to put off the Chriſtian Temper, 
when we contend for the Chriſtian Faith, is to 
do a great deal of Diſhonour and Diſſervice to 
it ; to fight againſt our own Arguments; and 
to deſtroy the Efficacy of the ſoundeſt Doctrine 
by the more prevailing Force of an ill Example, 

I ſhall not preſs this Matter any further, but 
proceed to a few practical Reflections upon my 
Text. x 

1. In the firſt Place; this Scripture is a loud 
Remonſtrance againſt thoſe lukewarm Chriſtians, 
who are quite indifferent whether Truth or Er- 
ror, Righteouſneſs or Wickedneſs, genuine or 
corrupt Chriſtianity prevail in the World. Such 
a Temper as this can never conſiſt with any true 
Value for Divine Revelation, Concern for their 
own Souls, or Love of God and of Mankind : 
and the preſent State of Chriſtian Religion, 
in the Place in which we live, renders ſuch an 
Unconcernedneſs about its Intereſt and Support 
in the World, in any of the Profeſſors of it, 
peculiarly criminal. For we live in an Age, in 
which the very Truth and Divine Original of 
the Goſpel is oppos'd with the greateſt Free- 
dom and Subtlety, Virulence and Malice : And 
the Influence of the Writings againſt Chriſtia- 
nity has been ſuch, that it is become in a man- 
ner the Faſhion to reject it. Infidelity is break- 
ing in upon us, like a Flood, on one Side; Lux- 
ury and Vice, and a Contempt of all Religion, 
like a mighty Torrent, on the other. Popery, 
which is a moſt horrible Corruption of the Goſ- 
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pel, is ſecretly undermining and working its 
Way amongſt us. A general Coldneſs has 
dampt, and almoſt quench'd, the Life and Spirit 
of Piety and Goodneſs. Is this, then, a Time to 
immerſe ourſelves in Worldly-mindedneſs and 
Senſuality ? Is this a Time to fatisfy ourſelves 
with a formal lifeleſs Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ? 
Or, is this a Time to ſpend our Zeal in Strife 
and Wrangling one with the other; and in hot 
Contention about Matters wherein wiſe and 
good Men have differ'd in all Ages? If we 
have any Love for our Lord, any Concern for 
his Honour, any Regard for our Religion, any 
Fear of the Righteous Judgments of God ; Let 
us beſtir ourſelves, and contend for the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints : contend for it, firſt, 
by ſtriving with all our Might to preſerve it, by 
the moſt diligent Study of the Doctrines, and 
moſt zealous Practice of the Duties of it; in 
the next Place, by maintaining an immoveable 
Profeſſion and exemplary Integrity in the midſt 
of a prevailing Corruption and Degeneracy 3 
and in the laſt Place, by adding to a fervent 
Piety the Exerciſe of the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
univerſal Benevolence and Charity. 

2. That which, after the moſt ſincere and im- 
partial Search of the Scriptures, appears to us to 
be the Doctrine of them, ought, while it ſo ap- 
pears, to be regarded and valued by us as Di- 
vine Truth; and, as fuch, contended for in the 
Methods abovementioned, But then, let us take 


heed to temper the Warmth of Zeal with the 
Tender 6 
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Tenderneſs of Charity. This was the Spirit, 
with which Chriſt, with which his Apoſtles con- 
tended for what they were infallibly certain to 
be the Truth: which Infallibility we cannot pre- 
tend to; and therefore it becomes us not to be 
ſo poſitive we are in the right, as not to be open 
to future Conviction. And though, while we 
think ourſelves right, we cannot help judging 
thoſe, who differ from us, in the wrong; yet 
the Senſe of our Fallibility ſhould teach us to 
exerciſe Moderation towards Perſons of contrary 
Sentiments to ours : And whereas it is as much 
their Duty to follow their Convictions, as it 1s 
our Duty to follow ours; it is plain, that we 
ought not to be angry with them, or paſs ſe- 
vere Cenſures upon them for ſo doing. 

3. Let us guard againſt an angry and uncharita- 
ble Contention for the Truth. This Text gives 
Countenance to no ſuch Spirit: The Contention, 
which 1t requires, is not a fiery Zeal againſt the 
Perſons of theſe immoral and unclean Heretics ; 
but an earneſt Care in the Profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity to preſerve their own Garments unſpotted . 
by the Fleſh; 1. e. to reſiſt ſtedfaſtly, and with holy 
Indignation, every Attempt to ſeduce them ta 
ſuch wicked Principles and Practices. Indeed, 
the Care of their own Soundneſs was to be ac- 
companied with a charitable Endeavour to re- 
ſtore their Brethren who were fallen; which En- 
deavour, as the Apoſtle Paul directs, was to be 
carried on in the Spirit of Meekneſs. But a fiery 
Zeal againſt them could never conſiſt with ſuch 

D 2 Charity : 
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Charity : as well may Cruelty agree with Com- 
paſſion, or Endeavours to deſtroy Men with a 
Deſire to ſave them. A fierce and furious Zeal 
is a ſtrange Abſurdity and palpable Contradic- 
tion : For ſuch, ſurely, is a Concern for the 
Honour of Chriſt, that ſhews itſelf by Ways 
that offend and diſhonour him. That this is his 
Senſe of ſuch a ſort of Zeal, is evident from 
the ſevere Rebuke it met with from him ; when, 
in Defence of their Maſter's Honour, his Diſci- 
ples expreſſed ſo intemperate Heat againſt the 
Samaritan Heretics: * 72 know not (ſaid he) 
what Spirit ye are of, for the Son of Man 1s not 
come to deſtroy Men's Lives but to ſave them. To 
break the Laws of the Goſpel, can never, ſurely, 
be the proper Method to defend the Doctrines 
of it : If then, that Commandment, + Fudge 
not that ye be not judged, (which is an awful Pro- 
hibition of Cenſoriouſneſs) be as much a Part 
of the Mind of Chriſt, as any Article of Faith; 
then, certainly, no Article of Faith is to be ſe- 
cured at the Expence of that Commandment. 
Orthodoxy of Belief is a moſt valuable Thing, 
and what every true Chriſtian moſt earneſtly 1a- 
bours to be poſſeſſed of: But a cenſorious Or- 
thodoxy is an odious and unchriſtian Thing. 
For what is a ſound Faith joined with an un— 
ſound Practice, but the Truth held in Unrigh- 
teouſneſs? a Faith, which, being without Works, is 
dead? Where a Perſon profeſſes to have ſought, 


Luk. ix. 56. ＋ Matt. vii. 1.: 
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with Seriouſneſs and Diligence, the Mind of 
Chriſt in the Scriptures, and withal leads a good 
and virtuous Life; to condemn ſuch a one as 
having knowingly erred from the Truth, and to 
pronounce him a vile or ill-deſigning Man, if 
he has not the ſame Notions of the Doctrine of 


Chriſtianity as I have; is moſt uncharitable and 
unjuſt. It is, moreover, uſurping the Authority 
of God, who alone ſearcheth the Heart, and 
therefore alone knows when Errors are criminal 
Errors ; that is, when they proceed from a bad 
and corrupt Diſpoſition of Mind. Surely then, 
we take too inuch upon us, when we preſume 
to ſeparate Men ſrom Chriſt, and from the Be- 
nefit of his Salvation, ſo far as our Judgment 
and Sentence can do it, ſor the meer Errors of 
their Underſtanding. Do we know all the Dif- 
ficulties and Diſadvantages they labour under in 
their Enquiry after Truth? Do we pretend to 


ſet Bounds to the Mercy of God? And are we 
ſure that he will not, in his Goodneſs and Cle- 


mency, make Allowance for unavoidable Preju- 
dices? And therefore, to add to our Defence of 
what we judge to be the Truth, excluſive and 
damnatory Clauſes againſt thoſe who are not 
convinced of it; is bold and dangerous, and an 
Invaſion of the Rights and Province of the great 
Judge of the World. 

Let us, then, contend for the Faith once delivered 
to the Saints, by a diligent impartial Search for it 
in the Scriptures, by a couragious Profeſſion of 
it to the World, and by a fervent, firm and uncor- 
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rupted Practice of its holy Commandments, By 
ſo doing, we ſhall not only ſecure, but adorn the 
Doctrine of Chriſt which we profes. And as 
for the Controverſies, which are fo hotly agita- 
ted amongſt Chriſtians, let us exerciſe Charity 
and Forbearance with each other; diſputing for 
the Goſpel, if called to diſpute for it, in Meek- 
neſs of Wiſdom. By Gentleneſs and Forbearance, 
and a wiſe and moderate Conduct, we ſhall 
moſt effectually recommend our Principles; and 
be moſt likely to ſecure the Confirmation of 


ſome, and the Conviction and Recovery of 
others. 


Laſtly, Since the Preſervation of the original 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity is of ſuch Importance; 
fince the voluntary Corruption of it is ſo highly 
criminal; ſince it is the great Duty of every 
Chriſtian to guard againſt and oppoſe every 
ſuch Corruption; let us take heed that we do 
not, through Raſhneſs or Negligence, or Fond- 
neſs for Novelty, depart from the pure and pri- 
mitive Goſpel, We ſhould do well to con- 
ſider, if through Neglect of ſerious and 
mature Conſideration, if through a Fondneſs 
ror novel Opinions, or through Conceit of our 
Abilities and Learning, we fall into Error in 
any of the more material Points of Chriſtianity ; 
what Degree of Guilt, Error ſo circumſtanced 
may involve in it; and how far we ſhall be ac- 
countable to the Divine Judgment for being 
thus acceſſory to a Corruption of Divine Reve- 


lation. Let us, thereſore, inculcate upon our 
Minds 
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Minds a weighty Senſe of the Value and Im- 
portance of all Divine Truth : let us, by earneſt 
Prayer and the moſt diligent and impartial En- 
quiry, endeavour to come to the Knowledge of 
it : let us guard againſt Prejudice and Precipi- 
tancy of Judgment : and finally, let us be eyer 
open to Inſtruction ; and yet religiouſly adhere 
to what appears, on our beſt Reſearches, to be 


the Chriſtian Doctrine; and always act agreeable 
to our Convictions. 
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